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PROFESSOR SARAH H. CLEVELAND 

 

Born 4 September 1965, Washington D.C., United States of America. 

ACADEMIC AND TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
 

Since 2007 COLUMBIA LAW SCHOOL, COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY, New York, NY.  

Louis Henkin Professor of Human and Constitutional Rights; Faculty Co-Director, 

Human Rights Institute  

Teaching and research in public international law, international and comparative human 

rights, international humanitarian law, national security law, constitutional law of U.S. 

foreign relations, and federal civil procedure.  

2012-2018 AMERICAN LAW INSTITUTE 

Restatement (Fourth) of the Foreign Relations Law of the United States: Jurisdiction, 

Treaties, and Sovereign Immunity   

Co-Coordinating Reporter overseeing preparation of major treatise on U.S. foreign 

relations law; Reporter on Status of Treaties in U.S. Domestic Law. 

2000-2007 UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS SCHOOL OF LAW, Austin, TX.   

Marrs McLean Professor in Law (2001-2007); Assistant Professor (1997-2000); 

Professor of Law (2000-2001) 

 VISITING PROFESSOR APPOINTMENTS:  

• Sciences Po University, Paris, France (2016, 2019, 2020, 2021) 

• Panthéon-Assas University (Paris II), Paris, France (2017), Senior Researcher 

2017-18) 

• Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies, Geneva, 

Switzerland (2017) 

• University of Leiden, Summer Program, Leiden, Netherlands (2016)  

• European University Institute, Fiesole, Italy (2008, 2012, 2015)  

• George Washington-Oxford Summer Program in International Human Rights 

Law, Oxford, UK (2006-2007)   

• Harvard Law School, Bemis Visiting Professor of International Law, 

Cambridge, MA (2006-2007)  

• Columbia Law School, Samuel Rubin Visiting Professor of Law, New York, 

NY (2005-2006)  

• University of Michigan Law School, Ann Arbor, MI (2004) 

 

 

MULTILATERAL INSTITUTIONS EXPERIENCE 

 
Since 2020 AD HOC CONCILIATION COMMISSION, UN COMMITTEE ON THE ELIMINATION OF 

RACIAL DISCRIMINATION, Geneva, Switzerland.  

Member in Qatar v. United Arab Emirates 

2019-2021 HIGH LEVEL PANEL OF LEGAL EXPERTS ON MEDIA FREEDOM, London, UK.  
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Member 

Independent expert advisory body to the Joint UK-Canadian Global Campaign on Media 

Freedom.   

2015-2018 UN HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE, Geneva, Switzerland.  

Vice Chairperson (2018); Special Rapporteur for New Communications and Interim 

Measures (2017-2018); Special Rapporteur for Follow-up to Concluding 

Observations (2015-2017)  

Elected as independent expert on UN treaty body monitoring State implementation of 

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. 

2010-2019 EUROPEAN COMMISSION FOR DEMOCRACY THROUGH LAW (VENICE 

COMMISSION), Venice, Italy.  

Member (2013-2019); Observer Member (2010-2013)  

Vice Chair of Sub-Commission on Rule of Law and Sub-Commission on Federal States 

(2013-2019); Member, Sub-Commission on Latin America (2015-19); Liaison Officer 

to U.S. Supreme Court (2018-2019).  

Independent U.S. Member on Council of Europe’s expert advisory body on human rights 

and rule of law. 

 

 

U.S. GOVERNMENT SERVICE 

 
Since 2011 U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Member of the Secretary of State’s Advisory Committee on International Law 

2012-2013 U.S.-CHINA LEGAL EXPERTS DIALOGUE 

Expert member of U.S. delegation 

2009-2013 U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE, OFFICE OF THE LEGAL ADVISER 

→ Attorney-Adviser International (Expert) (2011-2013): Expert legal assistance to 

Office of the Legal Adviser on international law issues including treaty 

interpretation and implementation, human rights, international justice, armed 

conflict, counterterrorism, and U.S. domestic litigation. 

→ Counselor on International Law to the Legal Adviser (2009-2011): 

• Supervising Deputy Legal Adviser for Office of Political/Military Affairs and 

Central and Southeast Asia. 

• Helped supervise legal work of State Department, including developing 

Department positions in the interagency and U.S. positions before UN and 

regional bodies.  Helped oversee legal work relating to treaty interpretation and 

implementation, human rights, international justice, armed conflict, 

counterterrorism, and U.S. domestic litigation involving international law and 

foreign relations issues.  

• Assisted with numerous briefs at all levels of federal judiciary including U.S. 

Supreme Court; United States submissions before the ICJ in Accordance with 

International Law of the Unilateral Declaration of Independence by the 

Provisional Institutions of Self-Government of Kosovo, and implementation of 

the ICJ judgment in Avena and Other Mexican Nationals (Mexico v United 

States of America).    
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JUDICIAL CLERKSHIPS 

 
1993-1994 SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES, Washington, D.C.  

Law clerk to Associate Justice Harry A. Blackmun 

1992-1993 UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT, Washington, D.C.  

Law clerk to Judge Louis F. Oberdorfer   

 

PROFESSIONAL HONORS AND AWARDS 

• Doctorado Honoris Causa, Instituto Universitario de Yucatán, Mexico (2020) 

• Excellence in International Law Teaching Award, Columbia International Law Society (2014) 

• Certificate of Appreciation, U.S. Department of State (2011) 

• Excellence in Teaching Award, University of Texas School of Law (2000-2001) 

• Harry A. Blackmun Fellow, Aspen Justice & Society Institute, Aspen, CO (2001) 

• Stanford-Yale Junior Faculty Forum, Constitutional Law-Historical Foundations selection (2002) 

 

ACADEMIC JOURNAL AFFILIATIONS: 

• International Review of the Red Cross, Board of Editors (2015-2020) 

• Journal of International Economic Law, Board of Editors (2004-2015) 

• Columbia Journal of Transnational Law, Board of Directors (Since 2007) 

 

EDUCATION 

 
1992 YALE LAW SCHOOL, New Haven, CT.   

Juris Doctor Degree 

Senior Editor, Yale Law & Policy Review.   

Mary McCarthy Fellowship in Public Interest Law.  

Charles G. Alborn Prize for Excellence in Appellate Advocacy (co-recipient). Annual 

Human Rights Award, American Immigration Lawyers' Association (co-recipient).   

1989 UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD, LINCOLN COLLEGE, Oxford, United Kingdom.   

Master of Studies (M.St.) in British Imperial & Commonwealth History 

Rhodes Scholar 1987-89.  

1987 BROWN UNIVERSITY, Providence, RI.  

Honors A.B., Magna Cum Laude  

Independent Concentration in Law & Mental Health  

Phi Beta Kappa 

 

EXPERT BODIES & PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS 

• Human Rights First, Board of Directors, New York, NY (Since 2021). 

• Microsoft Technology and Human Rights Advisory Council (Since 2021). 

• Geneva Human Rights Platform, Advisory Board, Geneva Academy of International 

Humanitarian Law and Human Rights, Geneva, Switzerland (Since 2020).  
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• Independent International Legal Advocates, Advisory Council, New York, NY (Since 2020). 

• Centre for Civil and Political Rights, Advisory Board, Geneva, Switzerland (Since 2020). 

• Clooney Foundation for Justice, TrialWatch Advisory Board, New York, NY (2019-2021). 

• International Commission of Jurists, Commissioner, Geneva, Switzerland (Since 2018).   

• International Bar Association Human Rights Institute, Council Member, London, UK (Since 

2013). 

• Institute of International Peace and Security Law, University of Cologne, Germany, Advisory 

Board (Since 2015).  

• American Law Institute Member, Washington, D.C. (Since 2007). 

• American Society of International Law (Since 1998). Executive Council Member (2014-2017). 

 

BAR MEMBERSHIPS   

• International Bar Association (Since 2019); Human Rights Committee, Co-Vice Chair (2020), 

Advisory Board (2021). 

• Supreme Court of the United States Bar Association (Since 2012). 

• American Bar Association (Since 1998). 

 

OTHER PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

Aspen Institute/NYU-Columbia Federal Judicial Training Seminars. Instructor in seminar for U.S. federal 

and state judges on international human rights and international humanitarian law (2007-2018). 

Project on Harmonizing Standards for Armed Conflict. Co-director of transnational expert project on 

strengthening legal protection in non-international armed conflict (2012-2016).  

Stimson Center, Ethics and Law Working Group, Task Force on U.S. Drone Policy, Washington, DC 

(2013- 2014).  

Afghanistan Transitional Commercial Law Project Working Group. Expert on ABA-sponsored project 

drafting employment code for post-Taliban Afghanistan (2003). 

Erlenborn Commission, Legal Services Corporation. Member of federal commission reviewing the 

provision of legal assistance to aliens in the United States (1999).  

Florida Legal Services, Belle Glade, FL.  Skadden Fellow. Conducted civil impact litigation on behalf of 

sugar cane guestworkers and other migrant farmworkers (1994-1996). 

American Civil Liberties Union Foundation of Florida, West Palm Beach, FL.  Cooperating attorney on 

broad constitutional civil rights litigation docket (1994-1996). 

Schell Center for Human Rights Research Project in Namibia, Yale Law School. Comparative research on 

Namibia’s constitutional transition in Namibia, South Africa and Zimbabwe (1990). 

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, Geneva, Switzerland. Research on repatriation of 

South African refugees (1990). 

Commission on the Skills of the American Workforce, National Center on Education & the Economy, 

Rochester, NY. Comparative European research in Denmark, Germany, Ireland, Sweden (1989-1990). 
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Telesis, Providence, RI. Research on adult education programs in Denmark, Germany, Ireland, Sweden 

(1989); Munich, Germany (1988).  

SELECT PUBLICATIONS 
 

 

BOOKS 

 
PAUL STEPHEN AND SARAH CLEVELAND, EDS., THE RESTATEMENT AND BEYOND:  THE PAST, PRESENT, 
AND FUTURE OF U.S. FOREIGN RELATIONS LAW (Oxford University Press, 2020). 
 

HENKIN, CLEVELAND, ET AL., HUMAN RIGHTS (Foundation Press, 2nd ed., 2009), and SUPPLEMENT (2013). 

 

 

ARTICLES, ESSAYS AND BOOK CHAPTERS 
 
Human Rights Connectivity: The Future of the Treaty Body System, in THE FUTURE OF HUMAN RIGHTS (N. 
Bhutal, ed., Oxford University Press) (forthcoming 2022). 
 

A Human Rights Agenda for the Biden Administration, 115 AJIL UNBOUND 57 (Jan. 22, 2021), 

https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/american-journal-of-international-law/article/human-rights-

agenda-for-the-biden-administration/1257834BB98BBD94D3605E89D7403448. 

 

Prólogo (co-author), in Fabián Salvioli, Introducción a los Derechos Humanos: concepto, fundamentos, 

características, obligaciones del Estado, y criterios de interpretación juridica (IIRESODH 2019) 

 

Hate Speech at Home and Abroad, in Lee Bollinger and Geoffrey Stone, eds., THE FREE SPEECH CENTURY 

(2018). 

 

Human Rights Treaty Bodies in the Age of Connectivity, in SYSTÈME DE PROTECTION DES DROITS DE 

L’HOMME DES NATIONS UNIES : PRÉSENT ET AVENIR (University of Paris Panthéon-Assas, 2017). 

 

Outcomes Report, Review of the Human Rights Treaty Bodies System, Latin America Expert Regional 

Consultation, San José, Costa Rica, Human Rights Institute (2017) (co-author). 

 

Defining and Punishing Offenses Under Treaties, 124 Yale L. J. 2202 (2015) (with William Dodge). 

 

After Kiobel, 12 JOURNAL OF INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL JUSTICE 551 (2014). 

 
The United States and the Torture Convention, Part I: Extraterritoriality, Just Security Blog (Nov. 2014), 
http://justsecurity.org/17435/united-states-torture-convention-part-i-extraterritoriality/. 
 
The United States and the Torture Convention, Part II:  Armed Conflict, Just Security Blog (Nov. 2014), 
http://justsecurity.org/17581/united-states-torture-convention-armed-conflict/. 
 
Principles to Guide Congressional Authorization of the Continued Use of Force Against ISIL (co-author) 
(Nov. 2014) (co-author), https://www.justsecurity.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/ISIS-AUMF-
Statement-FINAL.pdf. 
 
Harmonizing Standards in Armed Conflict, EJIL: Talk! (Sept. 2014), http://www.ejiltalk.org/harmonizing-
standards-in-armed-conflict/. 
 

https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/american-journal-of-international-law/article/human-rights-agenda-for-the-biden-administration/1257834BB98BBD94D3605E89D7403448
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/american-journal-of-international-law/article/human-rights-agenda-for-the-biden-administration/1257834BB98BBD94D3605E89D7403448
http://justsecurity.org/17435/united-states-torture-convention-part-i-extraterritoriality/
http://justsecurity.org/17581/united-states-torture-convention-armed-conflict/
https://www.justsecurity.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/ISIS-AUMF-Statement-FINAL.pdf
https://www.justsecurity.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/ISIS-AUMF-Statement-FINAL.pdf
http://www.ejiltalk.org/harmonizing-standards-in-armed-conflict/
http://www.ejiltalk.org/harmonizing-standards-in-armed-conflict/
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The Kiobel Presumption and Extraterritoriality, 52 COLUMBIA JOURNAL OF TRANSNATIONAL LAW 8 

(2013). 

 

Book Review, Extraterritorial Application of Human Rights Treaties, by Marko Milanovic, OPINIO JURIS / 

EJIL: TALK! (Dec. 2011).  

 

In Memoriam: Tribute to Louis Henkin, 49 COLUM. J. TRANSNATIONAL LAW (2011). 

 

Embedded International Law and the Constitution Abroad, 110 COLUM. L. REV. 101 (2010). 

 

The Legacy of Louis Henkin:  Human Rights in the “Age of Terror”, an Interview with Sarah H. Cleveland, 

38 COLUM. HUM. RTS. L. REV. (2007). 

 

Brief of Professors of Constitutional Law and Federal Jurisdiction as Amici Curiae in Support of 

Petitioners, Boumediene v. Bush and Al Odah v. United States (Nos. 06-1195 and 06-1196) (U.S. 2007) 

(co-author) (habeas corpus jurisdiction over aliens detained as enemy combatants on Guantanamo).  

 

Foreign Authority, American Exceptionalism, and the Dred Scott Case, 82 CHICAGO-KENT L. REV. 393 

(2007). 

 

Our International Constitution, 31 YALE JOURNAL OF INTERNATIONAL LAW 1 (Winter 2006). 

 

Is There Room for the World in Our Courts?  WASHINGTON POST, Mar. 20, 2005. 

 

International Decisions:  Legal Status and Rights of Undocumented Workers, 99 AM. J. INT’L. L. 460 

(2005). 

 

Hamdi Meets Youngstown: Justice Jackson's Wartime Security Jurisprudence and the Detention of Enemy 

Combatants, 68 ALBANY L. REV. 1127 (2005). 

 

President Not Above the Law, DALLAS MORNING NEWS, June 30, 2004, at 19A. 

 

The Alien Tort Statute, Civil Society and Corporate Responsibility, 56 RUTGERS L. REV. 971 (2004).  

 

Brief Amicus Curiae of Immigration and Labor Rights Organization in OC-18, Advisory Opinion on the 

Legal Status and Rights of Undocumented Workers, Inter-American Court of Human Rights (2003) (co-

author) (international law protections for migrant workers). 

 

Why International Labor Standards?, in INTERNATIONAL LABOR STANDARDS: GLOBALIZATION, TRADE 

AND PUBLIC POLICY, Robert J. Flanagan and William J. Gould, IV, eds. (Stanford Univ. Press, 2003). 

 

Inter-American Court of Human Rights Amicus Curiae Brief:  The United States Violates International Law 

When Labor Law Remedies Are Restricted Based on Workers' Migrant Status, 1(3) SEATTLE JOURNAL FOR 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 795 (Spring/Summer 2003) (co-author). 

 

Powers Inherent in Sovereignty:  Indians, Aliens, Territories, and the Nineteenth-Century Origins of 

Plenary Power over Foreign Relations, 81 TEXAS L. REV. 1 (2002). 

 

Human Rights Sanctions and International Trade:  A Theory of Compatibility, 2002 JOURNAL OF 

INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC LAW 133. 
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Norm Internalization and U.S. Economic Sanctions, 26 YALE JOURNAL OF INTERNATIONAL LAW 1 (Winter 

2001). 

 

Crosby and the “One Voice” Myth in U.S. Foreign Relations, 46 VILLANOVA L. REV. 975 (2001).  

 

Human Rights Sanctions and the World Trade Organization, in HUMAN RIGHTS, THE ENVIRONMENT, AND 

THE LIBERALIZATION OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE (F. Francioni, ed.) (Hart Publishing, UK 2001). 

 

The Plenary Power Background of Curtiss-Wright, 70 U. COL. L. REV. 1127 (1999). 

 

Global Labor Rights and the Alien Tort Claims Act, 76 TEXAS L. REV. 1533 (1998). 

 

Aliens and the Duty of Nonrefoulement: Haitian Centers Council v. McNary, 6 HARV. HUM. RTS. J. 1 (1993) 

(co-author).  

 

USA and UK Government Policy in Youth Training for the New International Economy:  Lessons from 

Abroad, in SOMETHING BORROWED, SOMETHING BLUE?  A STUDY OF THE THATCHER GOVERNMENT'S 

APPROPRIATION OF AMERICAN EDUCATION AND TRAINING POLICY.  OXFORD STUDIES IN COMPARATIVE 

EDUCATION, Vol. 2 (2) 1992. 

 

AMERICA'S CHOICE, HIGH SKILLS OR LOW WAGES! SUPPORTING WORKS (EUROPE).  COMMISSION ON THE 

SKILLS OF THE AMERICAN WORK FORCE, NATIONAL CENTER ON EDUCATION & THE ECONOMY, 1991.  

 

Do Dangerousness-Oriented Commitment Laws Restrict Hospitalization of Patients Who Need Treatment?  

A Test, HOSP. & COMM. PSYCH., Vol. 40, No. 3, 1989 (co-authors P. Applebaum & E. Muntze). 

 

 

SELECT PRESENTATIONS 

 

Commentator, Expert Meeting on the Right to Participate in Public Life, Article 25 ICCPR, Centre for Civil 

& Political Rights, Geneva (Nov. 2020). 

 

Panelist, Access to Justice and State of Emergency in Turkey: Current State and Way ahead, International 

Commission of Jurists, Istanbul (Nov. 2020). 

 

Panelist, Expert Workshop: The Oxford Process on International Law Protections in Cyberspace: 

Protecting Elections from Foreign Cyber-Interference, Oxford, UK. Produced The Oxford Statement on 

International Law Protections Against Foreign Electoral Interference through Digital Means (Oct. 2020). 

 

Panelist, Complaints handling by regional and global human rights mechanisms, 2020 Annual 

Conference of the Geneva Academy for Human Rights, Geneva (Oct 2020). 

 

Panelist, Expert Workshop: The Oxford Process on International Law Protections in Cyberspace: 

Safeguarding the COVID-19 Vaccine Research, Oxford, UK.  Produced The Oxford Statement on the 

International Law Protections Against Cyber Operations Targeting the Health Care Sector (July 2020). 

 

Co-Organizer and Presenter, Workshop on Indirect Discrimination and Religious Freedom, Harvard 

Law School, Cambridge MA (April 2020). 

 

Panelist, The Use of Sanctions to Protect Journalists, Report of the High Level Panel on Global Media 

Freedom, Chatham House, London (Feb. 2020). 
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Presentation, Extraterritorial Human Rights Obligations, Committee on the Rights of the Child, Geneva 

(Jan. 2020).   

 

Expert Workshop, Simulation of a clustered Treaty Body Review, Geneva Academy, Geneva (Dec. 2019) 

 

Expert meeting, "Global Human Rights Architecture Reform Initiatives: Lessons Learned and Challenges 

Ahead," Open Society Foundations, Washington, D.C. (Nov. 2019). 

 

Expert workshop, "Freedom of Religion or Belief and Gender Equality,” with UN Special Rapporteur 

on Religious Freedom, New York (Oct. 2019). 

 

Panelist, Guidelines on Investigating Violations of IHL, Permanent Mission of Switzerland to the United 

Nations, UN Headquarters, NY (Oct. 2019). 

 

Expert workshop, Perspectives on the 2020 UN Treaty Body Review, Geneva Academy, UN 

Headquarters, NY (Oct. 2019). 

 

Contemporary Challenges in Human Rights, co-discussant with Amal Clooney and UK Supreme Court 

Justice Lady Arden, The London Conference on International Law, London (Oct. 2019).  

 

Panelist, “Attacks on Civilians and Civilian Infrastructure in North-West Syria:  What Does 

International Humanitarian Law Say?” UK Permanent Mission to the UN. UN Headquarters, NYC 

(Sept. 2019).   

 

Co-organizer and participant, Challenges in the Design and Implementation of the Colombian Peace 

Agreement with the FARC, four-day workshop of high-level legal experts, Bogota, Colombia (August 

2019). 

 

Moderator, Current issues and common challenges for the protection of human rights in Europe, Africa 

and the Americas, Bingham Centre for the Rule of Law, London, UK (June 2019). 

 

Keynote Speaker and Panelist, Annual Conference of the Geneva Academy Human Rights Platform, on 

“Connectivity of Human Rights Mechanisms.” Geneva, Switzerland (June 2019). 

 

Expert Group Meeting on assessing criminal law from a gender equality and human rights perspective, UN 

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Geneva (March 2019). 

 

Expert Workshop Creation of Registry for Treaty Bodies, Academy of International Humanitarian Law and 

Human Rights Law, University of Paris Panthéon-Assas (Paris II), Paris (Jan. 2019). 

 

Workshop on ILC proposal on draft articles on Crimes against Humanity, Harvard Law School (Jan 2019). 

 

Human Rights and the Maintenance of International Peace and Security: Strengthening the Bridge between 

Geneva and New York, UNGA side event New York (Sept. 2018) (panel). 

 

Individualization of War conference, European University Institute, Florence, Italy (June 2018). 

 

A Global Pact for the Environment? Invited Lecture followed by panel discussion, University of Sciences-

Po School of Law (April 2018).  
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Workshop on the Future of the UN System for the Protection of Human Rights, Academy of International 

Humanitarian Law and Human Rights Law, University of Paris Panthéon-Assas, Paris (Feb. 2018). 

 

Strengthening Legal Protections in Modern Armed Conflict, Second Annual Hans Kelsen Memorial 

Lecture on International Peace and Security Law, University of Cologne, Germany (Nov. 2017). 

 

International Organizations and Customary International Law: Expert Workshop for International Law 

Commission, Michigan Law School (Nov. 2017). 

 

Technical Expert Meeting to Review Treaty Body Reform Proposals, Geneva Academy, Berlin (Oct. 2017). 

 

Expert Meeting on Follow-up to Treaty Body Recommendations, CCPR Centre and Geneva Academy, 

Geneva (Oct. 2017). 

 

Conference on the Global Pact for the Environment, Panelist, Columbia University Earth Institute and 

Center on Sustainable Development, New York (Sept. 2017).   

 

Expert Meeting, USIP Project on Legal Justifications for Humanitarian Intervention, Washington, DC 

(Sept. 2017). 

 

Expert Workshop on Trends and Developments in UN Human Rights Treaty Bodies Case Law, Koç 

University Istanbul (June 2017). 

 

Expert Seminar: Current Challenges to Human Rights: Policing of Assemblies: Use of force and 

Accountability, Geneva Academy, Geneva (May 2017). 

 

Panel Presentation on Draft General Comment No. 36 on the Right to Life: Recent Developments, Geneva 

Academy, Geneva (March 2017). 

 

Human Rights in the Trump Era, invited lecture at Paris II (Panthéon-Assass) University, Paris (Jan. 2017). 

 
Follow-up and Implementation of HRC Recommendations to States, Workshop between the UN Human 
Rights Committee and the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, San Jose, Costa Rica (Nov. 2016). 
 

Connectivity and the Human Rights Treaty Body System, invited presenter at panel on “The Treaty Body 

System:  2020 and Beyond”, conference on “The United Nations Human Rights System:  Present and 

Future”, University Panthéon-Assas (Paris II), Paris (Nov. 2016). 

 

Family Reunification in the Human Rights Committee, invited presenter at Expert Seminar on Refugee 

Family Unity and Reunification, organized by UNHCR and the Council of Europe, Copenhagen (Oct. 

2016). 

 

Reform of the International and Regional Human Rights Systems, invited plenary speaker at conference on 

“Interaction between human rights: 50 years of the Covenants,” Dept. of Law, Aarhus University, Denmark 

(Sept. 2016). 

 

The Human Rights Committee’s Approach to Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, presentation for Joint 

Meeting between the Human Rights Committee and the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural 

Rights, honoring the 50th Anniversary of the two Covenants, Geneva (July 2016). 
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Oxford Debate: Should There be a World Court of Human Rights? Invited debater, with Prof. Martin 

Scheinin, The Oxford Martin School, Oxford University, UK (May 2016). 
 

Commentator, Is Compliance an Indicator for the State of International Law?  Exploring the Compliance 

Trilemma, at conference on The International Rule of Law – Rise or Decline?, Humboldt University, Berlin 

(April 2016). 

 

Gross Human Rights Violations and the Impact in Domestic Legal Orders, invited panelist for conference 

on “History and Perspectives of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights in a Global World,” Opening 

Ceremony of the Judicial Year of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, San Jose, Costa Rica (Feb. 

2016).  

 

Human Rights Connectivity and the Future of the Human Rights System, Columbia University Annual 

University Lecture, N.Y. (Feb. 2016). 

 

Judicial Development of International Humanitarian Law, invited presenter, conference on “International 

Humanitarian Law and Modern Warfare,” Italian Ministry of Defense, Rome, Italy (Oct. 2015).   

 

Chairman’s Legal Symposium on Hybrid Conflicts, invited participant, closed expert meeting organized by 

the Legal Counsel to the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, The Pentagon, Washington, D.C. (Sept. 

2015). 

 

The Role of Parliaments in the Protection and Realisation of the Rule of Law and Human Rights, “Panel 

on Substance: Principles and Guidelines,” invited presenter, UK Arts and Humanities Research Council & 

Joint Committee on Human Rights, UK Parliament, London, UK (Sept. 2015). 

 

Harmonizing Standards in Armed Conflict, invited presenter, XXXVIII Round Table on Current Issues of 

International Humanitarian Law, on “The Distinction between International and Non-International Armed 

Conflict:  Challenges for IHL?,” Institute of International Humanitarian Law, San Remo, Italy (Sept. 2015). 

 

Comparative Approaches to War Powers, commentator, conference on Comparative Foreign Relations 

Law, Geneva, Switzerland (July 2015). 

 

Intersectionality between the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and the International 

Covenant on Human Rights in relation to Persons with Disabilities: Linkages to the Post-2015 Development 

Agenda, UN Permanent Mission of Uganda, NY (June 2015). 
 
UN Human Rights Council, Panel Discussion on the Promotion and Protection of the Right to Privacy in 

the Digital Age, invited independent expert panelist, Geneva, Switzerland (Sept. 2014).  

 

The Use of Chemical Weapons as a Criminal Offense:  Constitutional/International Law Interaction, 

presenter at “A World Free of Chemical Weapons, and Beyond,” University of Rome, Rome, Italy (March 

2014). 

 

Luxembourg Forum, meeting of U.S. Supreme Court and European Court of Justice, academic participant, 

Luxembourg (Feb. 2014). 

 

Kiobel, Universal Civil Jurisdiction and the Liability of Corporations in International Law, roundtable 

presenter, European University Institute, Fiesole, Italy (June 2013).  
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House of Lords House of Commons Joint Committee on Human Rights.  Written evidence on the state 

secrets doctrine, Report on The Justice and Security Green Paper, HL Paper 286 HC 1777 (24th Report of 

Session 2010–12) (2012), List of Written Evidence, JS-29 (2012).  

 

Expert Meeting on the Future of the International Criminal Court, invited participant, The Hague, 

Netherlands (Sept. 2012).  

 

Convergence and Conflicts of Human Rights and International Humanitarian Law in Military Operations:  

The U.S. Perspective, panelist, University of Pretoria, South Africa (Aug. 2012).  

 

Consular Notification Reform and the ICJ’s Avena Judgment, presentation to the U.S. State Department 

Office of the Legal Adviser, Washington, D.C. (Sept. 2011).  

 

“The United States and the Vienna Convention on Consular Relations,” presented at a symposium on “The 

Death Penalty and Mexico-U.S. Relations,” University of Texas at Austin (April 14, 2004). 

 

“EU and US Trade Sanctions for Human Rights Purposes,” paper delivered at conference on “The European 

Union in the World Economy,” University of Siena, Italy (June 23, 2001).  

 

“Human Rights Sanctions and the World Trade Organization,” Oxford University (June 13, 2000). 

 

“The Role of Human Rights Law in Protecting Civil Liberties in Latin America,” panel presentation for 

symposium on “Challenges to Fragile Democracies in the Americas:  Legitimacy and Accountability,” The 

University of Texas School of Law - Austin (Feb. 25, 2000). 

 

 




